1
I N 1953 a heavy mortality due to root rot disease (Sclerotium rolfsii Sacc.) was observed in the peanut, (Arachis hypogea L.) fertility trial plots at the Deochanda Experiment Station, Hazaribagh, Bihar, India. Relation of this mortality to various fertilizer treatments was studied and is discussed herein.
Different plant nutrients have been reported to influence the occurrence and severity of plant diseases. Fertilizer nitrogen application frequently favors the occurrence of certain diseases, 2 ' 3 while it restricts the occurrence of certain other plant diseases. 4 Fertilizer phosphorus has been noted to increase the occurrence of root rot of cotton.
5 It has also shown some restrictive effect on the occurrence of certain diseases such as browning root rot of cereals. 6 Plant diseases are known to be suppressed by applications of fertilizer potassium. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The experiment was located on a light sandy loam of lateritic origin. The soil was low in total nitrogen and available P 2 O 5 and high in available K,O. The pH was 5.7. In all, 13 fertilizer treatments (table 1) were applied. Four replications of each treatment were used in a randomized complete block design. Ammonium sulfate, triple superphosphate, and muriate of potash were used to supply the necessary amounts of N, P 2 O 5 and K 2 O, respectively. These were broadcast over the plots and mixed with the soil by plowing before planting. Plots of .01 acre (38 by 13 feet) were protected by earthen ridges on each side so as to prevent rain water from flowing from and between plots. Three seeds were planted in holes 12 inches apart on ridges 28 inches apart, which was a seeding rate of 40 pounds of shelled nuts per acre. After the plants were established, each hill was thinned to one plant. 
